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ONE DAY'S DETENTION

Power to make an order of one day's detention
instead of imposing a fine or imprisonment is
granted by s. 12 of the Criminal Justice Adminis-
tration Act, 1914. Many courts use this power for
dealing with a poor defendant instead of imposing
a fine. By remaining in the custody of the
court until it rises or at a police station until
evening, he wipes out his score on the same
day. This power has been extended by s. 4 of
the Money Payments (Justices Procedure) Act,
1935.

Sometimes the magistrates use this power to
register a conviction, for the purpose of a com-
mittal to Borstal or for proceedings under the
Vagrancy Acts.

BORSTAL

Defendants are not sent to Borstal Institutions
direct from the summary courts. The procedure is
laid down by the Criminal Justice Act, 1914, s. 10.
Such defendants must be charged with an offence
for which at least one month's imprisonment
without the option of a fine can be imposed. They
must be not less than sixteen or more than twenty-
one; they must have been previously convicted,
or have failed to observe the conditions of a
probation recognizance; and there must be some
evidence that the defendant has been associating
with persons of bad character or has criminal
habits and tendencies. When the magistrates are
satisfied on all these points they may commit the
defendant to Assizes or Quarter Sessions for that